The current experiments were carried out at the Research Farm belonging to the Agricultural Research Station in Sakha, Kafr El Sheikh Governorate, where onion seedlings were planted on three different agricultural dates (December, January and February) during the 2013/14 and 2014/15 study seasons to study the effect of different planting dates on the population density of the main insect pests attacking onion crop. The onion thrips Thrips tabaci Lind showed the highest number and percentage in the third planting date during the first and second season which represented by 7605 individuals (52.57%) and 7950 individuals (59.41%), respectively. The highest number and percentage of the onion aphid, Aphis gossypii Glov, the cotton leaf hopper, Empoasca Lybica de Berg and the cotton whitefly Bemisia tabaci Genn the third planting date attractive during the two successive seasons. While, the onion Maggot Delia. Alliria Fonseca showed the highest number and percentage during the first and second planting dates during the first and second season, respectively. There were significant differences between planting dates in numbers of T. tabaci, A. gossypii, and E. lybica, whereas differences in numbers of D. alliria among planting dates were insignificant during the two study seasons.
INTRODUCTION
In Egypt, Onion (Allium Cepa L.) is an important crop for both local consumption and exportation. According to statistics of Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, the total area cultivated with onion crop in 2006 exceeded 80 thousand feddans with an averaged production of 950 thousand tons of onion bulbs (Mahmoud, 2008) . Onion plantations as well as bulbs during the storage are often subject to infestation with several insect species, resulting in decreasing of the crop quality and quantity. Onion plants are usually subject to infestation by different insect pests during their development stages like thrips Thrips tabaci Lind., the onion aphid Aphis gossypii Glov., the cotton leaf hopper Empoasca Lybica de Berg., the cotton white fly Bemisia tabaci Genn., and the serpentine leaf miner Liriomyza trifolii Burgess. Which caused yield losses (El-Sherif, 1971; Szwejda, 2005; Mahomoud, 2008 and Mahaffey; Cranszhaw, 2010; Ibrahim, 2010 and Blatt, 2015) .
The population density of the main insect pests infesting Onion Crop was affected significantly by transplantation dates, where the insect pests affecting significantly positively or negatively by temperature degrees and the relative humidity (Hamdy and Salem, 1994; El-Khayat et al.,1997; Salman and Abo-Elhagag,2001 and Hermize,2015) .Therefore the present study was carried out during the two successive seasons 2013/14 and 2014/15 in kafr-el shekh region to evaluate the effect planting dates on the main insect pests infesting Onion Crop. Design, each plot consisted of 5 rows wide and 10m long with 10cm within rows and five cm between plants. No pesticides were applied in the plots during the experiment throughout the two seasons. Normal agricultures practices were followed as recommended. Samples started one week after plantations. Ten plants were randomly selected from each plot, cutting at the morning from base, placed in plastic bags, and transferred to the laboratory for investigations. These samples were collected weekly from the second week of plantation till the time of harvest Hussain (1998) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The data obtained were analyzed using One-way ANOVA, and the Means were compared using Duncan's Multiple. As shown in Table ( 3) the results indicated to the average number of the main insect pests infesting Onion crop in the three planting dates during the first season2013/14 in Kafr EL-Shekh region. The third planting date recorded the highest average number of T.tabaci followed by the first planting date and the second planting date and represented by 412.6± 50.9, 390.7 ± 45.3 and 343.4± 38.8 indiv., respectively. Also, the third planting dates ranked the first category and attractive the highest average number of A.gossypii,and E.lybica followed by the first planting date and the second planting date with highly significant difference. On the other hand, the first planting date come in the first category and attractive the highest average number of D.alleria followed by the second planting and third planting date with insignificantly difference.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data presented in
Data arranged in Table (4) the results indicated to the average number of the main insect pests infesting Onion crop in the three planting dates during the second season2014/15 in Kafr EL-Shekh region. The third planting date recorded the highest average number of T.tabaci followed by the first planting date and the second planting date and represented by 399.1 ±42.7, 386.5 ±38.7 and 323.8 ±29.2 indiv., respectively. Also, the third planting dates ranked the first category and attractive the highest average number of A.gossypii,and E.lybica followed by the first planting date and the second planting date with highly significant difference. On the other hand, the first planting date come in the first category and attractive the highest average number of D.alleria followed by the second planting and third planting date with insignificantly difference.
As a conclusion, data represented in Tables (3 and 4 ) revealed that, The third planting date recorded the highest average number of T.tabaci, A.gossypii and E.lybica during the two successive season 2013/14 and 2014/15 with highly significant difference and represented by (412.6± 50.9 and 399.1± 42.7), (209.9 ± 21.5 and 159.1 ±23.2), and (71.2 ± 8.3 and 57.4 ± 7.8), respectively. Meanwhile, D.alliria recorded the highest average number in the first planting date during the two seasons (29.1 ± 6.9 and 30.2 ± 10.1) followed by the second planting date with insignificantly difference (24.2±6.7 and 25.6±8.7), respectively. These results are in agreement with those of El-Khayat et al. (1997) who showed significant deference between three planting dates in the numbers of the main insect pests attacking Onion crops in Egypt.Thrips infestation increased with delay in sowing in both nursery (5 th of December) and field (12 th of January) conditions. Reddy and Gowdar (2006) found that the infestation incidence of thrips increased with delay in sowing from 5 th of June to 5 th of July and decreased from 15 th of July to 5 th of August. An increase in the thrips infestation incidence from 15 th of August to 5 th of September, accompanied by decrease in bulb yield. Soro et al. (2011) in Burkina Faso, recorded that the larvae of Helicoverpa armigera is the main pest on onion. They found thatthe number of H. armigera larvae increased during September compared to December plantations. Hermize (2015) recorded that lowest infestation of onion maggot D. alliria in the lower plant densities and first date of cultivation at both nursery and field level. Higher yield was obtained from the plants cultivated inthe first date of sowing.
